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FROM THE EDITOR

Welcome... TO THE WINTER EDITION OF 
THE FOLLY WILDLIFE RESCUE 
NEWSLETTER.

And how time flies, as it seems like just 
yesterday that we opened our doors for the 
first time on that cold and wet morning in 
2012; but in those 5 years, we’ve certainly 
crammed a lot in!

As many of you will know, Folly actually 
started life in 1993, in the garden of our home 
in Eridge Green, and we ran it from there for 
nearly 20 years, but that’s all behind us now, 
and everyone agrees the new hospital is a 
vast improvement on the old set-up.

But even after we’d opened, much of the 
hospital was still a building site, and it took 
another year or so to knock it into shape. 
Running out of funds, as we did soon after, 
didn’t help much either, but there was so 
much support and goodwill for the project 
that we just pressed ahead regardless; 
fortunately, everything eventually fell into 
place and, by 2014, we were ready to put in 
the last piece of the jigsaw – B4, the building 
that would house our veterinary, diagnostic 
and nursery units. 

But now it’s actually finished and, what’s 
more, we have a vet! Andrew Bransgrove, 
who previously worked at Dacre House Vets 
in Southborough, will be starting here in early 
December, a development that will take Folly 
to an exciting new level – more news on this 
next time! 

Meanwhile, back on the ground, it’s been a 
very busy summer, with a record intake of 
casualties coming in to us; even hedgehogs, 
whose numbers have been in steady decline 
for some time, seemed to have rallied this 
year. Of course, as the ones we’re admitting 
are either sick or have been injured, it’s not 
really something to celebrate, but at least it 
shows there are still hedgehogs out there, so 
all is not lost. 

But one thing’s for sure – with the vet and 
vet unit in place, and new pens and aviaries 
coming on stream, it should soon start to get 
better – and that is something to celebrate! 

One bit of sad news: Kaylee Parkes, 
one of our dedicated supervisors has 
left Folly for pastures new. Kaylee had 
been with us since 2010, but recently 
decided she needed a new challenge, 
and has now joined Kent Police.
But it isn’t completely goodbye, as 
Kaylee intends to come back as a 
volunteer. We wish her the very best in 
her new career!

DID YOU KNOW: 9TH APRIL NEXT YEAR MARKS OUR  
5TH BIRTHDAY AT BROADWATER FOREST! 
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Shaping Up

Things move fast here at Folly Wildlife 
Rescue, so as well as reporting on the 
B3 aviaries, I now find I can include an 
update on the vet unit too! 

The B3 aviary block, if you remember, is 
tucked away behind the Fox Project, but it’s 
a whole new section of 5 all-weather aviaries 
(complete with its own service passage) 
that, when it comes on stream next spring, 
will be a huge boost to our operation here. If 
you’ve seen the 6 aviaries in B4, then these 
are very similar, with the exception that they 
are slightly smaller, and have mesh, rather 
than glass doors, so whereas the B4 ones 
are designed to house larger birds such as 
buzzards and corvids, these new aviaries 
will be perfect for all the ‘garden birds’ such 
as sparrows, starlings, finches, robins and 
thrushes (which every year we rear and 
release in very large numbers).

And backing on, as they do, to the Trust’s 
5-acre nature reserve, it’s going to be much 
easier to release them, as all we need do 
is open the front panels. This ‘soft release’ 
is much safer for them, and considerably 
reduces the stress the birds might otherwise 
be subjected to. We can also leave the panels 
open for a few days, just in case anyone 
wants to come home to roost! 

This year’s tawny owl chicks were the 
block’s first inhabitants, spending 2 months 
in residence until they were ready to be 
released; the whole process was so easy and 
they went off like a dream!

We always knew that the vet/diagnostic and 
X-ray units were going to be complex, but 
just how complex, we were about to find 
out; as well as all the standard electrical, 
plumbing, heating, insulation and ventilation 
work, we also had to install specialist flooring 

4
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Top left: B4 and the new vet 
unit. Top right: The X-ray 
chamber. Left: Jean Selmes 
presents Folly with a £5,000 
cheque from the West Kent 
branch RSPCA!

Shaping Up

and hygiene wall cladding, a grid ceiling 
system, and fire alarms; on top of that, there 
was the X-ray chamber itself to construct and 
lead line, so it was pretty gruelling at times.

As to where the funds for all this were going 
to come from, I have to admit that was a fairly 
major consideration at the beginning, but 
then (and somewhat miraculously) everything 
suddenly fell into place and before we knew 
where we were, we were ready to go! 

Talking of funding, I would at this point like to 
give special thanks to the Linda and Gordon 
Bonnyman Charitable Trust, Jean Sainsbury 
Animal Welfare Trust, West Kent branch 
RSPCA, Miyagi Yukinori, the Morgan Family 
and the Animal Welfare Charity (in memory 
of their founder, Brenda Johnson) for their 
incredible support – we couldn’t have done it 
without them.

Work on the unit began in early June with 
the installation of the cladding, followed in 
August with the construction of the X-ray 
chamber, and then in October the installation 
of the imaging equipment, digital processor 
and X-ray table; if I say so myself, it all looks 
pretty impressive.

Next up is all the equipment, and it’s a pretty 
extensive list, to say the least – examination 
table; autoclave; blood test machine; 
ophthalmoscope and otoscope; anaesthetic 
machine; oxygen concentrator; lighting; plus 
a whole lot more – so if anyone is feeling 
generous and would like to help out, it’d be 
great to hear from you (and incidentally, as 
a charity, we’re able to apply zero-rating for 
VAT on the purchase of veterinary equipment, 
which brings a big saving).

There’ll be more next time – when the unit is 
up and running! 



The manager’s report
It’s been one of the busiest seasons 
we’ve ever seen at the hospital and, by 
the end of September, everyone was 
definitely beginning to feel the strain. 

Normally, our casualty intake begins to ease 
off a bit by the end of August (and we all 
breathe a collective sigh of relief), but this 
year, that doesn’t seem to have happened; at 
the start of November, we’re still really busy 
and I suspect the mild and dry weather we’ve 
all been enjoying has something to do with it.

Looking around the hospital, I’m struck by 
just what we’ve managed to achieve this 
year (and when you’re here on a daily basis, 
it’s easy to lose sight of the fact). With the 
nursery, training room, B3 aviaries, and B1 
yard now all up and running, and the vet 
unit almost completed, it’s starting to look 
amazing. 

And talking of the vet unit, we’ve just 
celebrated a landmark event here, having 
welcomed on board Andrew Bransgrove, 
Folly’s new vet. We’ve had a successful 
relationship with the Well House Vets for well 
over 20 years, but now that our operation 
is so much bigger, we need to move on 
to the next stage, which is to have a vet 
operating on site; and what a difference it will 
make – X-rays, diagnostic tests, sedation, 
re-hydration therapy, dental work and 
orthopaedics can all now take place on the 
premises. Rapid diagnosis and treatment will 
be the order of the day, and there’ll be no 
more 8-mile round trips to the vet, which, as 
you can imagine, inevitably lead to additional 
stress and discomfort for already injured and 
frightened animals. 

And in the next issue, we’ll be looking closely 
at what these changes mean to the operation 
here, talking to Andrew himself, and having 
a good look at the new facilities and the 6
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difference they’re making to the way we care 
for wildlife. 

In the meantime, though, our wonderful 
staff continue to hold the fort and perform 
miracles. As you probably know, we 
currently employ just two supervisors and 
a small number of seasonal part-timers 
at the hospital, who, together with our 
dedicated volunteer force, somehow keep 
everything ticking over. In an ideal world, 
more staff would be good (as we really do 
operate at minimum levels of cover), but 
that unfortunately is still some way off; so 
for the present, we just have to do what we 
can. With the major development work now 
coming to an end, though, it should free up 
more funds to help put this in place.

On the husbandry front, we’re constantly 
striving to improve diets, tighten up 
procedures, and make things easier. Dave, 
for instance, is experimenting with a new 
perching system for ICU and Unit 1 that we 
hope will replace the wooden (and rather 
unhygienic) ones currently in use. These 
are very simple, consisting of two blocks of 
polypropylene that are joined together by a 
plastic rod; these not only allow us to position 
each perch at the correct height, but also 
make them very easy to keep clean.  

Hedgehog numbers are thankfully up this 
season and, in the first 6 months of the 
year, we took in over 300 – that’s more than 
the total for the whole of 2015. In one way 
this is very encouraging, as it suggests that 
hedgehog numbers are still holding up, but 

in another way it’s disappointing, as it shows 
they’re still being killed and injured in very 
large numbers and in the same old ways – 
dog attacks; damage to nests by gardeners; 
disturbance of nests by dogs; entanglement 
in netting; and habitat destruction by building 
developments.

So there’s still a long way to go, and we 
mustn’t get disheartened; at least the animals 
that do come in have a fighting chance of 
making a full recovery and being returned to 
where they belong – back in the wild!

DID YOU KNOW
Folly Wildlife Rescue admits up to 
3,500 casualties every year, deals 
with twice that number of telephone 
enquiries and enjoys the support of 
over 200 volunteer carers, fosterers, 
rescuers, receptionists and collection 
drivers - pretty mind-boggling!This young woodpigeon was at death’s 

door on arrival 

A parliament of owls?

This magpie is looking very sorry for himself



Project 
Hedgehog

We continue our look at the increasing 
plight of the UK’s most iconic mammal.

The hedgehog is now one of our most 
threatened species – in the last 20 years 
numbers have plummeted, and in some 
places they’ve disappeared altogether. If the 
trend continues, it’s quite likely that, for many 
of us, they’ll be only a distant memory.

And it’s already happening, as one of the 
most frequent comments we hear at Folly is 
‘we used to see hedgehogs in our garden all 
the time, but they seem to have disappeared’. 
No one knows the exact reason for their 
demise, but it’s likely to be a combination 
of road traffic, loss of habitat and free 
movement, and the debilitating number of 
accidents they suffer at the hand of man; if 
you do still have hedgehogs in your garden, 
you’re extremely lucky.

Folly can’t do much about loss of habitat or 
even road traffic accidents – these seem to 
be frustratingly insurmountable – but we can 
continue to bang the drum to highlight the 
hazards they are facing around our homes, 
gardens and workplaces. Top of this list is 
entanglement in netting – plastic bean and 
fruit netting in the main, but children’s games 
netting too; once entangled, a hedgehog (or 

Yet more games netting

8
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Project 
Hedgehog

any bird or animal for that matter) is pretty 
much doomed unless someone comes to the 
rescue. Always take up your garden netting 
at the end of the growing season, and store 
it safely in a shed or garage. Never leave 
games netting in place overnight, as that’s 
when most of these accidents happen.

Something else we’re seeing more of is 
attack by dogs. When you mention this, 
people are often very surprised, as they 
assume that the hedgehog’s spines and its 
habit of rolling into a ball when threatened are 
more than adequate defence against attack.

I’m afraid not. Many dog breeds are more 
than capable of inflicting huge damage, 
with the hedgehog spines offering little or 
no protection; in addition, any injury the dog 
does incur often sends them into a frenzy, 
making the attack even more devastating, 
and indeed often fatal.

The majority of these accidents happen in 
the evening when Fido is let out for a last 
‘visit to the bathroom’– a time that of course 
coincides with peak hedgehog activity. So to 
avoid a problem, always check the garden 
first or, if at all possible, stay with your dog 
for the duration; it could save a life. 

Another dog-related problem on the rise 
is the digging out of nests; hedgehogs 
often build their nests in sheltered 
places such as under shrubs, but to 
a keen-nosed dog, this offers very 
little protection and if babies are 
present, they’re quickly dug out, 
with often devastating results. So, 
once again, try to accompany your 
dog when it’s out in the garden, 
or at the very least stay alert for it 
displaying any unusual behaviour.

And talking of unusual behaviour, it’s 
worth saying again that if you do see 
a hedgehog out in the day, it’s almost 
certainly sick or injured, so pick it up straight 
away, put it in a bucket or other high-sided 
container and confine it in a shed or garage 
(so that if it does get out, it can’t get away). 

Then, and only then, go and call your local 
wildlife rescue centre; if you do it the other 
way round, there’s every chance that when 
you go back to pick it up, the animal will have 
disappeared and you’d have lost the chance 
to help it.

A real tragedy is now unfolding in front of 
our eyes and, very sadly too, not enough 
people seem to be concerned. Maybe in 
these modern times of ours, we’re just too 
detached from the natural world? But if the 
hedgehog does go, we’ll all be very much the 
poorer.

PROJECT  
HEDGEHOG PIN 
BADGES - ONLY

£1.50!



Deer 
Update

Our small team of volunteers 
continues to work tirelessly for deer 
and, once again, numbers have 
gone through the roof.
It’s been a very busy summer for the Deer 
Unit, and for the third year in a row the 
number of incidents attended is well up on 
the previous one; in fact, at the time of writing 
this, in early November, it stands at 221, so 
not far short of last year’s incredible 232.

Working with deer (as you can well imagine) 
is never easy because as well as being the 
largest species of wildlife you’re ever likely 
to encounter in the region, they are also 
very highly strung, often unpredictable, 
and more than capable of causing serious 
injury; if you work with them, you need to be 
very experienced indeed. We’re extremely 
fortunate, therefore, in having Chris and 
Sylvia Collinson on board, not only to carry 
out the rescues, but with hand-rearing and 
rehabilitating the orphans too. 

But such is their workload, they find 
themselves very hard-pressed, both 
financially and resource-wise. Here at Folly, 
we do our best to help as much as we can, 
and next year, for example, look to replace 
their current rescue vehicle with a 4x4 Isuzu 
truck, far more suited to the scale and scope 
of the rescues being undertaken. At the 
beginning of the year, we had just £1,800 in 
the pot for this project, but to date have now 
raised over £15,000; next time, then, we hope 
to be able to show you the new vehicle in all 

its glory, and report on the difference this vital 
bit of kit is playing!

Also, in the (hopefully) not too distant future, 
we’ll be looking to set up a small deer 
holding unit, where recovering animals can 
be securely housed until they’re ready for 
release; but before we rush into anything, it’s 
going to need a lot of thought, so watch this 
space. 

Something else I mentioned in the last issue 
was our interest in acquiring a pneumatic 
dart gun, which would enable the team to 
immobilise deer that have been badly injured, 
but are still running free; even a deer with a 
broken leg can easily outrun a man, so this 
piece of kit (the use of which I hasten to add 
is strictly controlled) should hopefully prove a 
major asset.

So, we’re not there yet, but the situation is 
slowly improving, and a lot of animals are 
now being helped that would have otherwise 
perished – in relation to what we normally 
have to report, that’s really good news for a 
change!

A fallow fawn trapped on a fence
10
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Deer 
Update

WATCH OUT FOR… 

Mr. Toad  
(and friends!)
Accidents involving amphibians are 
sadly not uncommon, but the good 
news is most are easily avoidable!

Frogs, toads and newts are all members of 
the amphibian family – soft-bodied creatures 
that for the most part live in damp, dark, out-
of-the-way places (and by the way, they only 
dwell in ponds during their breeding season), 
where the various creepy-crawlies (spiders, 
worms and other tasty invertebrates) 
that make up their diet are always readily 
available. Being secretive by nature, they 
tend to be somewhat ‘out of sight, out of 
mind’, so it’s important when we’re working 
in the garden to remember they’re there. 

Crushing injuries are the main problem they 
face, as living, as they often do, beneath bits 
of wood, log piles, paving slabs and other 
heavy objects, they’re at terrible risk when 
these things are moved without due caution; 
but you don’t need to make a meal of it – just 
a quick glance usually does the trick.

Being soft-bodied, even a very slight 
injury can prove catastrophic, so it really 
does pay to be careful. If you do happen 
to come across a frog, toad or newt, it’s 
a straightforward business to pick it up 
(preferably with wet hands, as they have 
sensitive skin) and move it to a damp place 
close-by, where it will be safe; if you come 
across a frog, you won’t need to do a thing 
as it will spring off on its own!

Compost heaps can be something of a 
mixed blessing for amphibians; they make 
wonderful hunting grounds and in the winter 
serve as cosy, frost-proof hideaways, but 

they are prone to being dismantled by 
gardeners, and that’s when injuries can occur. 
A hastily wielded spade or fork can do an 
awful lot of damage, so once again, proceed 
with caution!

A final hazard to consider (and probably the 
most unpleasant one) is being run over by a 
mower or cut by an electric strimmer. It’s not 
a nice thought, but is, very sadly, a common 
occurrence, so if you’re mowing or strimming 
long grass or undergrowth, it’s a good idea to 
walk the area first (maybe lightly raking it as 
you go) to alert any amphibians (and reptiles 
and small mammals) that are present to the 
impending disturbance. 

At Folly Cottage, back in September, with 
some long grass of my own to cut, I followed 
this very procedure and, in just 20 minutes, 
came across (and was able to move to safety) 
5 frogs and a toad!

Hedgehogs too can be at risk from strimmers, 
especially in very hot weather when they 
sometimes lie up in long grass to keep cool, 
so stay vigilant!

Top: An injured toad  
Below: A common frog



Fundraising Stuff!
Unlike some of our activities here, 
fundraising is a year-round occupation 
– and with our fantastic team of 
volunteers, and the dedicated groups 
and individuals who chose Folly to 
raise funds for, we’re in a pretty good 
position, especially over the more 
difficult winter months!

BADGER AWARENESS  
In July, we held our first Badger Awareness 
day. Although the weather threw every 
combination possible at us, people still came 
out in support, enjoying an array of badgery 
facts, video footage of this year’s cubs and 
an array of badger-themed refreshments; 
in addition, tombola, mask-craft and face-
painting stalls helped raise an incredible 
£456.58!

SOUTHBOROUGH SCHOOL OF DANCE  
A big thank you to the Southborough School 
of Dance for choosing Folly to benefit from 
their annual performance, raising £658.40! 
This wonderful sum will be going towards a 
key piece of equipment for the veterinary unit.

FOLLY WILDLIFE RESCUE ONLINE AUCTION  
On 1st September, we launched a new 
Facebook group called Folly Wildlife Rescue 

Online Auction, which has already been a 
great success. You can browse the items 
people have listed for sale and make a bid or 
list items of your own, with all the proceeds 
going to Folly. What a good idea!

KENT HONEY  
Thank you to Keith MacFarlane for providing 
a regular supply of very lovely Kent Honey, 
which can be found on sale in reception (and 
a jar makes a wonderful Christmas gift!). 

THE RSPCA WEST KENT BRANCH  
We’ve been working our socks off this year 
applying for equipment grants, and to date 
we’ve received some incredible sums, 
including £5,000 from the RSPCA West 
Kent Branch to purchase an X-ray machine; 
£10,000 from the Jean Sainsbury Animal 
Welfare Trust for a digital X-ray processor; 
and an incredible £20,000 from the Linda and 
Gordon Bonnyman Charitable Trust to fit out 
the veterinary unit. 

SUPPORT ADOPTION FOR PETS  
gave £4,000 for holding pens and incubators 
in the nursery, while the Edna Smiley 
Memorial Fund and Lush Charity Pot granted 
£8,000 and £5,000 respectively towards our 
Deer Ambulance fund. 

12
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THE ROYAL OAK PUB  
in Tunbridge Wells never ceases to amaze 
us with their fundraising efforts, and so far in 
2016 have raised over £1000 – thank you!

WALK FOR WILDLIFE  
Our annual Walk for Wildlife took place in 
September, and 30 or so walkers joined guide 
Phil Bannister and Folly’s Sue Johnson for 
the 6-mile stroll around Broadwater Forest. 
It was a great day and together they raised 
£1,582.85. Our thanks to everyone who 
turned out in support!

DO YOU WANT TO RAISE MONEY FOR FOLLY?  
If so, we would love to hear from you. We can 
provide literature and collecting tins, and can 
even produce posters to help promote your 
event. Contact Liz on 01892 543213 or email 
fundraising@follywildliferescue.org.uk for 
more details. 

BECOME A FRIEND OF FOLLY  
Another great way to support us and help 
ensure our work can continue is to become a 
Friend of Folly. From as little as £2 a month, 
you will receive this wonderful newsletter 
twice a year and can even book a behind-
the-scenes tour. Call 01892 543213 or email 
admin@follywildliferescue.org.uk for a form.

FOLLY FESTIVE FAYRE  
Our second Folly Festive Fayre opens 
its doors on Saturday, 12th November, 
and will run through to 17th December, 
every Saturday 10–3 and Wednesday 1–4. 
Pop along for Christmas gifts and cards, 
decorations, and wildlife merchandise. See 
our new hedgehog viewing corner, have a 
drink and a mince pie. We would love to see 
you and it’s a great way to support us over 
the winter months!

JOANNE JOLLEY - SALFORD 10K RUN  
Thank you to Joanne Jolley for doing the 
Salford 10k run in September, and raising 
£228.75!

INVICTA INSURANCE SERVICES LTD  
Thank you to Invicta Insurance Services Ltd 

for their continued support, and if you have 
insurance needs of your own, maybe Invicta 
can help. See the enclosed flyer for more 
information. 

AND 2017?  
Next year we’ll be focusing on some key 
events – a Quiz Night in February, Hedgehog 
Awareness Day in May, the Walk for Wildlife 
in September and the Folly Festive Fayre 
in November and December, so be sure 
to check our website Events section and 
Facebook page for more details.  It’s a great 
way to meet our supporters, raise funds, and 
highlight the educational aspect of our work. 

The Folly Festive Fayre!

Some lovely hand-made Xmas 
decorations! 

Lastly, we would like to say a huge thank 
you to our wonderful and dedicated 
fundraising volunteers – we couldn’t do 
any of this without you! 

ONLINE SHOP 
Our online shop is now OPEN. 
Hooray! View it now online:  
www.follywildliferescue.org.uk



It’s Q&A time!
SHOULD I PICK UP A BABY BIRD?
This is probably our most frequently asked 
question, so we’ve put together some advice 
that may well come in handy next spring!

After hatching, a typical altricial (dependant 
on the parents) baby bird goes through two 
separate stages – the first as a nestling 
(identified by a bald or partially feathered 
appearance), and then as a fledgling (almost 
fully feathered and ready to leave or, in fact, 
already having left the nest), and both are 
still totally dependent on the parents bringing 
food.

You may come across a nestling or fledgling 
for various reasons – nest disturbance by 
gardeners cutting down hedges and shrubs; 
attack by cats, magpies and other predators; 
and even severe weather events, such as 
heavy rain or storms can all be potential 
problems.

If you’ve identified the bird as a nestling, the 
situation is pretty clear. The parents will not 
(contrary to popular belief) be able to return 
the youngster to the nest, and as it’s never 
a good idea to try to put a nestling back 
yourself (you could easily do more harm 
than good), the only course of action is to 
take it to a rescue centre. There is a lot of 
confusion surrounding this issue, but please 
don’t listen to anyone who tells you to leave 
the bird alone or let ‘nature take its course’ 
as it will almost certainly die. Parent birds 
will sometimes feed a baby on the ground (at 
least for a short time), but will eventually give 
it up as a bad job and fly away.

If, on the other hand, the bird is a fledgling, 
it’s a bit more difficult, but generally speaking 
(and unless you have evidence that the 

parents have been killed or the fledgling 
is injured) it’s best to leave well alone; the 
parents will almost certainly be nearby. 
Typically, after leaving the nest (‘fledging’) the 
bird will stay somewhere undercover while its 
feathers develop and it practises hopping and 
then flying around; this situation will continue 
for about 7–10 days, after which time the bird 
will then be able to fend for itself. 

Do, though, watch out for cats as they can 
be a pest and, if left unchecked, can easily 
wipe out a whole brood; by all means scare 
them off or, if it’s your own cat, look to keep it 
indoors until the danger has passed.

If any nestlings or fledglings do have to 
come into care, they will need to be safely 
contained; a lidded container, such as an ice-
cream tub, lined with soft tissue and a few 
air holes punched in for ventilation is ideal. 
Once you have the bird safe, call us on 01892 
543213 or your nearest wildlife hospital for 
advice. 

Don’t be tempted to give it anything to eat or 
drink - it isn’t necessary, and don’t, whatever 
you do, place a water bowl in the container; 
if it tips over, the bird will get cold and wet, 
which is the last thing you’d want.

Hope that helps to clear things up a bit!

Left: A fledgling greenfinch  
Right: Nestling sparrows  
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Help in the reception

One of our volunteers in Unit 2

How to help!
People are always asking us how 
they can help – here are a few ideas!

There are many ways to help Folly Wildlife 
Rescue, either through the many volunteering 
opportunities on offer here or by supporting 
us financially – we’ve come a very long 
way over the past few years, but attracting 
volunteers and raising funds for running and 
development costs continue to be a bit of a 
struggle.

Wildlife Care Volunteers are pretty much 
the backbone of the operation here and 
it’s no exaggeration to say that we couldn’t 
do it without them! The work is extremely 
interesting, but can be gruelling too! 

But if that’s not for you, then what about our 
Fundraising Team? We hold regular events 
at local stores, garden centres and schools, 
and operate Folly’s online shop, so there’s a 
variety of work available (and you don’t have 
to ask anyone for money!).

Meanwhile, our Wildlife Collection Volunteers 
continue to do incredible work, collecting 
casualties from vets, the elderly and disabled, 
or people without transport. There’s no 
obligation to turn out; you just help whenever 
you can!

If you like meeting and dealing with the 
public, how about becoming a receptionist? 
Our small team really does make a 
tremendous difference to the operation here, 
and there’s rarely a dull moment!

If you’re more of a hands-on person, we’re 
always looking for help with maintenance – 
small repairs, painting, planting trees, and 
looking after our small flock of conservation-

grazing sheep are the order of the day, and 
you’ll get plenty of fresh air while you’re at it!

If you’re interested in any of the above, visit 
the Volunteering section on our website, and 
if you do join us, you‘ll be sure of a warm 
welcome, a friendly atmosphere, and the 
knowledge that your help and support will be 
very much appreciated!
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It wasn’t that many years ago that the sight 
of a buzzard here in Kent and Sussex would 
draw a bit of a crowd, but that’s all changed!

And, in fact, here at Folly Wildlife Rescue, we 
now see more buzzards than sparrowhawks – 
most of them after an unlucky encounter with 
a car, but also suffering from mouth canker.

How, you may ask, does a bird like a buzzard 
get hit by a car? Well, they have to eat, and 
although the principal items in their diet are 
pheasant, rabbit and other small mammals 
(which of course they have to catch), these 
prey items can also be found in the form of 
carrion on our roads; but with this bounty 
comes the risk of fast-moving cars, and as 
buzzards aren’t the quickest bird when it 
comes to taking off in a hurry, quite a few 
are hit. The most dramatic incident we’ve 
seen involved a bird that, after having been 
struck by a Land Rover, was then found to 
have its head embedded in the vehicle’s grill 
– something you’d think would spell curtains 
for a bird of this size, but amazingly, within 
just a week or so, it made a full recovery and 
was released back to where it came from!

As well as these victims of vehicle collisions, 
we also see birds with mouth canker (or to 
give it the correct name, trichomoniasis), 
which, although in birds is primarily a disease 
of pigeons, can also be contracted by 
buzzards when they eat infected prey. 

The organism itself is a single-cell protozoa 
that lives in the upper digestive tract, 
adhering to the living tissue of the host; it 
manifests itself as a foul-smelling, cheese-

like substance in the bird’s mouth, which 
gradually blocks its throat, thereby preventing 
it from swallowing. Starvation, dehydration 
and organ failure finish the job.

If the bird comes to us in time, we can treat 
the disease, and they make a full recovery, 
but it’s more often the case that the disease 
has progressed too far and there’s nothing we 
can do. Buzzards aren’t the only bird of prey 
affected, as we regularly see it in owls and 
sometimes sparrowhawks too. 

But despite all the hazards they face, buzzard 
numbers are well and truly on the rise, which 
is surely a good thing, so if you want to 
see one, listen out for their rather plaintive 
‘mewing’ call, and watch out for their soaring 
flight, as they truly are a sight for sore eyes!

The common  buzzard

FOCUS ON

BUZZARD FACTS
WINGSPAN: Up to 1.4 m 

WEIGHT: Up to 1.3 kg

DIET: Small mammals and birds, 
reptiles, carrion, and even invertebrates 
such as earthworms.

BREEDING: 2–4 eggs are laid in mid-April, 
taking 33–35 days to hatch; the chicks 
are initially brooded by the female, with 
the male bringing food, but later, both 
parents hunt for food.

LONGEVITY: Up to 25 years in the wild.
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